




• thrombolytic therapy — clot-busting
drugs are delivered to the site of blockages
caused by blood clots.

• stents — a tiny metal cylinder, or stent, is
inserted in the clogged vessel to act like a
scaffolding and hold it open.

• stent-grafts — a stent covered with
synthetic fabric is inserted into the blood
vessels to bypass diseased arteries.

Sometimes, open surgery is required to
remove blockages from arteries or to bypass
the clogged area. These procedures are
performed by vascular surgeons.

Q. How can I find out if I have PAD?
A. If you suspect that you may have PAD, it

is important that you see your personal
physician for an evaluation.

Q. Who are interventional radiologists?
A. Interventional radiologists are doctors who

specialize in minimally invasive, targeted
treatments performed using imaging for
guidance. They use their expertise in reading
X-rays, ultrasound, MRI and other diagnostic
imaging, to guide tiny instruments, such as
catheters, through blood vessels or through
the skin to treat diseases without surgery.
Interventional radiologists are board-certified
and fellowship trained in minimally invasive
interventions using imaging guidance. The
American Board of Medical Specialties
certifies their specialized training. Your
interventional radiologist will work closely
with your primary care or other physician to
be sure you receive the best possible care.



You or a member of your

family has been referred to

an interventional radiologist for

treatment. This brochure will

answer frequently asked

questions about peripheral

arterial disease (PAD), a

common condition that people

often call “hardening of the

arteries.” The brochure contains

general information about PAD,

including signs and symptoms,

who is at risk, and treatment

options.

For more information on interventional radiology,
contact the Society of Interventional Radiology at
(703) 691-1805 or visit www.SIRweb.org
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