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Patients with chronic arterial occlusion of the lower
extremities often present with the pain of exercise-
induced intermittent claudication in the calf, but-
tocks or thighs. In a previous issue of Interventional
Radiology Grand Rounds, we presented a general
overview of peripheral arterial disease (PAD) includ-
ing prevalence, risk factors, diagnosis and treatment
options. In this issue, we describe various percuta-
neous endovascular therapies used by intervention-
al radiologists to treat patients with lower extremi-
ty PAD.

Most patients who are candidates for nonsur-
gical, interventional radiology therapies can be
treated on a 23-hour admission basis. The proce-
dures generally are one to two hours in duration
and are performed using local anesthesia and con-
scious sedation. Patients usually experience little
discomfort and often can ambulate within eight
hours of the procedure.


